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3. (C/NF) Lara alleged that a former advisor of President Uribe,
Jose Obdulio Gaviria, is one of the persons responsible for the
threats. Lara said he has received threats for several years since
his work as an anti-corruption official during President Uribe's
first term. Lara said the threats began when he denounced an
allegedly croocked bidding process for Colombia's third private
television channel (ref A). Lara said that Antioquia businessman
William Veliz, former Pablo Escobar pilot Guillermo "Guillo" Angel,
and his brother Juan Gonzalo Angel control the two existing private
stations, Cadena Radial Colombiana (Caracol) and Radio Cadena
Nacicnal de Ceolombia [(RCN), as well as Colombia's cable news
programs. Lara claims the three keep press criticism of President
Uribe to a minimum and put a blackout on reporting about Uribe's
alleged links to paramilitary activities early in his political
career in Medellin. Lara asserted that Gaviria conspires with

these media owners at the behest of Uribe.



