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Objet: Rép :⁨ DROI Chair concerned about restrictions faced by Colombian political 

opposition⁩ 

Dear Chair,  

I would like to express my surprise regarding your press statement on Colombia 
following your private meeting with Gustavo Petro. As you know the European 
Parliament follows closely the situation in Colombia. As an example the last EP 
accompanying mission to the two presidential election’s rounds where Mr. Petro was 
candidate and with whom the EP delegation met several times. 

As you will be aware he made it to the second round in a free democratic process and 
was beaten by the current President Ivan Duque. Colombia has suffered from extreme 
violence for too many years and is working to become a strong democracy with the 
support and assistance of the EU among others. 

In the ALDE group we can’t agree with the statements you made without consulting any 
political group in such an important issue. The DROI chair should express the EP 
position and not his own personal position following any private meeting that at least 
ALDE was not aware of.  

Best regards, 

Beatríz Becerra 

 

---------- Mensaje reenviado ---------- 

De: EuroparlPress-foreign <foreign-press@europarl.europa.eu> 

Fecha: 4 abr. 2019 17:05 

Asunto: DROI Chair concerned about restrictions faced by 

Colombian political opposition 

Para: BECERRA Beatriz <beatriz.becerra@europarl.europa.eu> 

Cc:  
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Press release 

04-04-2019 

DROI Chair concerned about restrictions faced by Colombian political 
opposition   
  

After his meeting with Gustavo Petro, the leader of the political opposition in 
Colombia, on Thursday, EP Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) Chair 
Antonio Panzeri stated: 

“The increase in incidents against human rights defenders and political opposition 

representatives in Colombia, who face all kinds of restrictions in their daily work, is 

alarming. This situation seriously endangers the peace agreement, including the 

implementation of the special jurisdiction for peace (JEP in Spanish). 

I support Gustavo Petro’s call to protect human rights defenders and opposition 

leaders in a more efficient way. I urge the Colombian authorities to implement the 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights’ recommendations on Colombia.” 

Background 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) filed an application 

before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I/A Court H.R.) in Case 11,227, 

Officials and members of the Patriotic Union (Unión Patriótica, UP by its Spanish 

acronym), with regard to Colombia. 

The civil society organisation Somos Defensores, in 2018, registered 805 attacks 

and 155 assassinations of social leaders and human rights defenders in Colombia. 

This is the highest figure ever registered in the history of the information system. 

During the first semester of 2019, there were over 29 assassinations of social 

leaders documented in the country. 
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EP Subcommittee on Human Rights 

Profile of DROI Chair Antonio Panzeri (S&D, IT) 
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